Pittsford Fire District.  Fire Commission Meeting Minutes:  March 12, 2020

APPROVED
____________________________________________________________

THE PITTSFORD FIRE DISTRICT

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of March 12, 2020
_______________________________________________________________

Present: Commissioners Peets, Willard, Lusk, Schenkel, Shalvoy and Wallace 
Absent:  Commissioner Rickett
Also present:  Chief Yaeger, Administrator Ockenden and Treasurer Henry
Commissioner Peets called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM with the pledge to the flag and moment of silence for first responders and members of the armed forces.
Chiefs Report

-Reported 151 calls year to date with nothing of significance
-Submitted changed running rules for 385/381.  381 will respond to EMS, EMS forced entry and vehicle/house lockouts
-Reviewed precautions due to Coronavirus Pandemic:  Firefighters will limit patient contact as much as possible.

-To date, courses offered by Monroe County have not been cancelled/postponed.

-Gave an update on fire police staffing levels.

Administrators Report
-383 is expected back from repairs by Friday or the following Monday.
-385 will be out for repair soon

-New IT equipment has been received and is being prepared for installation

-Work on a grant application for an accountability system is in progress

-An RFP has been issued for station 1 lighting and landscaping at both stations
-District staff has been briefed on cleaning procedures to mitigate exposure to Coronavirus

Approval of Minutes
Following a review, Commissioner Schenkel moved, seconded by Commissioner Shalvoy, to approve the minutes of the February 13th meeting as submitted.
The motion carried by an Aye vote of commissioners present.  Commissioner Rickett abstained as he did not attend the meeting.
Public Input
-None
Commissioner Rickett Report
-Evaluating options for preventive maintenance on the antique engine.
-At the recommendation of Assistant Chief Ryan, the district will look into having a dedicated input channel for vehicle repeaters.

Commissioner Lusk Report

-Reported on discussions with Mr. Millard, the district insurance agent, and Administrator Ockenden and Business Manager Henry relative to a review of district insurance.  At the direction of the district, policies were put out for bid.  It was determined that the district could realize a considerable savings by placing certain policies with a new insurer.
Commissioner Lusk moved, seconded by Commissioner Schenkel, to place the renewal of the Package, Auto and Umbrella Liability policies with Utica Mutual Insurance at a cost of $36,023.00.

The motion carried by an Aye vote of commissioners present

Commissioner Wallace Report
-No report
Commissioner Schenkel Report

-No report
Commissioner Shalvoy Report

-Reported on a provision of the new bail reform law.  Firefighters should be aware that if they record images of an event on a personal device such as a cell phone, it (the cell phone itself) could be subpoenaed as evidence in a criminal proceeding.

-Reported on a request by The Highlands to give an overview of fire district operations.

-A RFP has been issues for landscaping services. Responses are due April 2nd.

Friends of the Pittsford Library were granted permission to place a sandwich sign at corner by station 2 from April 17th to 26th.

- -Inquired as to the status of American LaFrance Engine, assigned number 3823.  Following discussion, offer the following resolution:
Commissioner Shalvoy moved, seconded by Commissioner Wallace, to designate a 1979 American LaFrance engine to antique status, where it will not be assigned as a reserve engine.  Rules for the use of the engine and qualification of operators will be at the discretion of the board of fire commissioners.
The motion carried by an Aye vote of commissioners present
Chairman Peets designated Commissioners Shalvoy and Wallace to formulate a draft policy.

Commissioner Willard Report

-Reported that the district met with Ed Houlihan relative to the LOSAP program.  
-The final LOSAP report for 2019 had been submitted.

Commissioner Peets Report

-Is working with SWBR relative to district projects.
Communications
-The secretary advised the board that the permissive referendum for a new apparatus had run for thirty days with no petitions received calling for a district referendum.
Unfinished Business
-None
New Business
Public Hearing
Chairman Peets opened a public hearing relative to allowing expending funds from the Repair Reserve Fund.  The secretary confirmed that the hearing notice had been published and posted.
No comment was heard during the hearing and Chairman Peets closed the public hearing.
Commissioner Schenkel moved, seconded by Commissioner Wallace to adopt a resolution, to wit: 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Pittsford Fire District, Town of Pittsford, County of Monroe, New York as follows:

Pursuant to General Municipal Law § 6-d, the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Pittsford Fire District did establish the Repair Reserve Fund, and 
The Board desires to authorize the expenditure from the Repair Reserve Fund of an amount up to the balance of the fund for payment of non-recurring expenses.

Such expenditure must be for repairs for capital improvements or equipment, which repairs are of a type not recurring annually or at shorter intervals, and/or paid to a capital reserve fund duly and properly established pursuant to GML 6g. 

A public hearing was held at the fire station, 8 Monroe Avenue, Pittsford, NY, on the 12th day of March, 2020 for the purpose of considering such authorization and hearing all persons interested in such matter.

Following deliberation, the board adopted a resolution duly authorizing expenditures form the Repair Reserve Fund for the purpose of non-recurring repair expenses.

The motion carried by an Aye vote of commissioners present

Commissioner Shalvoy moved, seconded by Commissioner Schenkel to adopt a resolution, to wit: 

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Pittsford Fire District, Pittsford, New York, at a meeting held on the 12th day of March, 2020, duly adopted a Resolution subject to a permissive referendum, pursuant to the provisions of Section 6g of the General Municipal Law and other applicable laws of the State of New York, an abstract of this resolution is as follows:
The Resolution authorized the Commissioners of the Pittsford Fire District to appropriate from the Capital Building Reserve Fund a sum not to exceed $200,000.00 for districtwide capital repairs and Improvements.
That this Resolution shall not take effect until thirty (30) days after its adoption, or until approved by an affirmative vote of the majority of the duly qualified voting electors of this Fire District if a petition, as prescribed by Section 6-g of the General Municipal Law, is duly filed with the Secretary of this District protesting against such Resolution and requesting a referendum as is prescribed in said section of said law.

The motion carried by an Aye vote of commissioners present

Commissioner Schenkel moved, seconded by Commissioner Wallace to adopt a resolution, to wit: 

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Pittsford Fire District, Pittsford, New York, at a meeting held on the 12th day of March, 2020, conducted a review of fire district reserve funds:
· Repair Reserve Fund

· Capital Equipment Reserve Fund

· Capital Building Reserve Fund

· Reserve For Unemployment

· Reserve For Retirement

· Reserve For Communications

It was determined by the board that the said constituted Reserve Funds are an integral part of the management of the fire district and as such, are necessary to the efficient operation of the district.

The board hereby resolves that the existing Reserve Funds shall be maintained as a part of fire district management.

The motion carried by an Aye vote of commissioners present

Treasurers Report
-The Treasurer submitted a monthly financial report and a listing of audited invoices for payment.
-Thanked district commissioners and personnel for their support at the recent passing of his mother.
-Reported that the financial report includes restated statements for December and January, a routine function of the annual district audit.

The district audit has been completed and the auditor will present the findings at the April board meeting.

-Is working with Manning & Napier on updated monthly fund reporting

-Is working closely with Administrator Ockenden to mitigate issues caused by the town error which resulting in underfunding the 2020 tax levy.  He recognized the line officers for their willingness to prioritize their budget request for the current year.

-Is compiling projections for future capital equipment revenues and expenditures.

-Commented on the current drop in financial markets, cautioning that a decline in the value of the state retirement fund could trigger a large increase in required contributions passed along to local municipal governments, including fire districts.
Commissioner Shalvoy moved, seconded by Commissioner Wallace, to approve the Treasurers report for February, 2020 as submitted.
The motion carried by an Aye vote of commissioners present

Commissioner Willard moved, seconded by Commissioner Schenkel, to approve the payment of the audited invoices as submitted.
The motion carried by an Aye vote of commissioners present

Commissioner Shalvoy moved, seconded by Commissioner Willard, to recess to Executive Session to discuss personnel issues.
The motion carried by an Aye vote of commissioners present and the meeting recessed at 8:26 p.m.

Executive Session

Commissioner Wallace moved, seconded by Commissioner Shalvoy, to reconvene the meeting.  

The motion carried by an Aye vote of commissioners present and the meeting was reconvened at 8:55 p.m.

Adjournment

Having no further business to discuss, Commissioner Wallace moved, seconded by Commissioner Shalvoy, to adjourn the meeting.  
The motion carried by an Aye vote of commissioners present and the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Edwin R. Jeffries, Secretary
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